
 

 
 
 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 
VICTORIA 

 
       April 2010 MEETING 

 
April 20, 2010, 7:30 pm Pacific Forestry Centre,  

506 West Burnside Road. 
 

Dr. Ann Stahl gave us a very interesting talk last year on her long-term 
archaeological project in Africa.  She conducted new fieldwork this past summer, 

and it has continued to shed new light on this rich area. 
 

 

 
Ann Stahl 

"Ritual & Metallurgy: Genealogies of Practice in Banda, Ghana" 
 

 The goal of the Banda Research Project has been to investigate the dynamism of African village 
life in relation to shifting global connections ranging from the imposition of colonial rule at the end of 
the 19th century and extending to the early first millennium AD when Banda villagers participated in the 
Saharan trade. Our 2008 and 2009 field seasons at Ngre Kataa revealed extensive primary metal-
working contexts dating to the period cal AD 1200-1400 where the site's inhabitants produced copper 
alloy and iron objects. These metal-working features and deposits co-occur with a series of apparent 
shrine deposits. The evening's presentation will explore the nature of these deposits, and share 
preliminary insights into the implications of our findings for our understanding of craft specialization 



and the genealogies of metallurgical practice in the Banda area.  
 
 Ann Stahl is Professor and Chair of the Anthropology Department at UVic. From 1988 to 2008 
she was on the anthropology faculty at the State University of New York at Binghamton and prior to that 
taught at the Institute of Archaeology, University College, London (1985-88). She holds a PhD in 
Anthropology from UC Berkeley and an MA in Archaeology from the University of Calgary. She has 
published numerous book chapters and journal articles on her work in Banda in addition to a 2001 
Cambridge University Press book entitled "Making History in Banda: Anthropological Perspectives on 
Africa's Past."  Her 2005 edited collection on African Archaeology published by Blackwell was awarded 
the 2006 'best book' award by the Society for Africanist Archaeologists. 
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