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2011 SYLLABUS -- ANTHROPOLOGY 348 

Archaeology of the First Peopling of New Territories. 

  
Instructor : xxx  Office: xxx    E-mail: xxx  xxx 
Office Hours: Mondays and Thursdays 3:00 to 4:00, or by appointment.  Lectures: Mondays and 
Thursdays 1:00 to 2:20, in xxx 

Web Site:  xxx 

Overview: One of the great stories of long term history is how humans, who evolved in Africa, 
subsequently spread across nearly the entire surface of the globe.  As Clive Gamble notes, when European 
“voyages of discovery started”, they were surprised to find that there were already people everywhere.  
With the exception of Antarctica, the largest land mass in the world never inhabited by people before 
European arrival is thought to be the Falkland Islands.   

What are the problems and prospects people encounter as they move into “terra incognita”?  How 
do they get to know the land and the resources?  What keeps them moving, and what makes them stay?  
These questions are of archaeological interest for at least two reasons.  First, it is a major theme of the long 
term history of humanity, and yet one that is not firmly known for much of the world, including the 
Americas, Oceania, Asia and the Arctic.  Second, because people were “already everywhere” at the time of 
European colonization, there are no good behavioural analogues drawn from ethnography to help answer 
the questions of archaeological process which underlay first peoplings.  Therefore, this is a topic in which 
archaeology is the principal way of discovering something completely new about human behaviour, with 
potential interest for the future geography and history of humankind. 

 
In this course, we will look at a series of case studies from which we can derive some of the major 

general themes and issues which surround the process of  “first peopling”.  Among these are well known 
geographical case studies, such as the Americas and Australia.  Despite decades of research, the process 
and timing of human arrival and dispersal over these continents is poorly understood and the subject of 
much debate.  We will also look at enigmatic cases, such as the first peopling of the small, scattered islands 
of Oceania.  How did people gain knowledge of these islands’ existence, let alone have the ability to settle 
them thousands of years ago?  Further, we will examine some narrower case studies, such as the unusual 
process by which Madagascar was discovered and settled, and we may look at the particular challenges for 
first peopling posed by high altitudes, such as the Tibetan Plateau, or high latitudes, such as the Canadian 
Far North. The primary focus will be on the archaeological record produced by anatomically modern 
humans: Homo sapiens sapiens, and so the spread of Homo erectus “Out of Africa” will not be included. 

 
The workload for the course will include a midterm examination, a final examination and a term 

paper in the form of a research proposal.  A bibliography for the term paper is also required.  Details of 
these are given below.  Each week there will be required readings which will supplement or provide 
background to the theme of that week’s lecture.  These readings will normally be taken from the journal 
literature or from books.  Copies of the readings will be made available electronically via Moodle.  In the 
event that the syllabus changes or is running late, lectures are cancelled, etc., then the reading list will be 
tweaked or adjusted accordingly, and will be announced in class or via the web/email.  Please make sure 
your email address on your UVIC web record is accurate. 

 
Skills: The class will emphasize interdisciplinary comprehension and synthesis of a diversity of material, 
through readings, lectures and assignments.  Through the written assignment, the class will also emphasize 
focused research and concise writing as well as familiarize students with the structure and logistics of 
archaeological research programs. 

  



Anthropology 348, 2011 Syllabus 

 2 

Evaluation:  The standard University grade scale will apply in this course. The cumulative percentage 
score from assignments and exams is converted to a letter grade as below: 
 > 90     A+  75-79   B+  60-64  C+        below 50:  F 
 85- 89  A  70-74   B  55-59  C 
 80- 84  A-     65-69   B-  50-54  D 
  
  

Midterm Exam (Monday, October 24; one hour) (in class) 20% 

Bibliography and Abstract for Research Proposal (due October 31 ) (mandatory) 5% 

Research Proposal (due Monday November 28th) 35% 

Final Exam (cumulative) (date TBA, during exam period) 40% 

  
Exams will include a combination of multiple choice, short answer and short essay questions, and will be 
based on lecture material (including any slides, films, guest lectures, etc.)  and on assigned readings.  The 
final exam is cumulative, and while weighted towards the second half of the class, will include substantial 
material from the first half of the course as well. The Research Proposal, Bibliography and Overview are 
described below.  Their goal is to develop independent thinking and an appreciation of the archaeological 
research process as expressed in through a first peopling project proposal. 
  
ANTH 348: Research Proposal Assignment 
Many of the issues and topics that will be raised in this class are clearly unresolved, i.e., there is little or no 
consensus on what actually happened in the first peopling process. The goal of this exercise is to increase 
your research skills by identifying a “gap in knowledge” and by preparing a research plan to address that 
gap.  Research Proposals are a common feature of academic and business life, and normally require 
adherence to set formats and strict space limits. – thereby giving practice in concise writing to a template.  
In order to mimic the Proposal process, your research proposals must conform to the following framework, 
including structure and word limits: 
  
I.  Abstract.  An overview statement of the problem and your proposal. (max. 150 words) 
 
II. Literature review.  A summary of research done to date in the area, time period, or 
theoretical/methodological domain you are investigating. The main purposes of a literature review are to 
show you are familiar with work done to date, and that your proposed research has not been done before.  
In other words, don’t re-invent the wheel – be concise and to the point. This section should include paleo-
enviromental information if necessary. Creating summary tables can be a very effective way of conveying a 
lot of information in a short amount of space. (max. 500 words.) 
 
III.  Statement of the problem you wish to address.  A concise statement  of what it is you would like to 
find out, and the sorts of data you will need to gather to find that out.  This will require reference back to 
the literature review to assert that there exists a gap in knowledge (max. 200 words). 
 
IV. Research program.  A justified, coherent, concise proposal for new research which will provide the 
data you require in Section III.  This can include both library research, research which derives data from 
existing material, and/or research which gathers new data directly from the field.  For example, if you need 
to find new sites, discuss how and where you will do so.  If you need to excavate sites, discuss how and 
where and what you need to find to answer your question.  If you need to gather comparative material, 
discuss what the material is, why you need it, and how you will collect it.  If you need to take DNA 
samples, describe how, and from whom or what you will do so. Essentially you need to leave me in no 
doubt as to what, exactly, your research program will consist of (max. 750 words). 
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V.  Logistics.  A very basic estimate of the logistical support you will need, such as equipment, access to 
specialist expertise, access to specialist scientific collections, laboratories or libraries. Your needs will 
differ if you propose research in the Amazon compared to the Arctic, and so this section should be closely 
tied to your research goals. This section should show you are aware of the basic constraints of 
archaeological field or other research  (max. 150 words).  Additionally to this,  budget should be attached; 
for which I will provide guidance at a later point.  This budget will normally take the form of a table, with 
accompanying rationale for expenses, especially unusual ones (for example, if you are working in the 
desert and budget for use of a boat, you should explain why.) 
 
VI.  References Cited.  I will expect to see at least 15 references from academic books, book chapters and 
academic journals that relate to the topic.  All of these should be appropriately cited in the text and 
formatted in this section, using the style of American Antiquity or a similar journal. 
  
The total maximum length (not including budget table or references) is therefore 1,750 words.  If you find 
your proposal is running longer, then it is your responsibility to find a way to express yourself more 
concisely.  Again, this is a normal feature of academic and business proposals. 
  
Overview and Bibliography: A preliminary bibliography is due Monday, October 31st  .  This should 
include 7-10 references of direct relevance to your topic.  Recent Academic books and journal articles 
should be the mainstay of your bibliography.  The purpose of this bibliography is to make sure you start 
early enough to access the materials you will need, to order from other libraries if necessary, and to give me 
a structured way to give feedback on your proposed project.  The overview is a 50-100 word summary of 
your proposal topic, it might not be identical to section I, above. This bibliography is worth 5% of the class 
mark.  However, it has a greater importance: if you do not submit a bibliography/abstract in a timely 
manner then I will not accept your research proposal.    
  
Comments: Your paper should be titled:  “A Research Proposal to Investigate ____________”, or a similar 
format. While your research proposal should be plausible and realistic, I do not expect you to account for 
where and how you will acquire funding: presumably the research proposal is to a granting agency to get 
that funding.  However the research you propose should be “do-able”, and not require the invention of non-
existent methods or techniques.  That is, the proposed research program should be achievable with current 
technology.  Most research proposals are like the proverbial tip of the iceberg: they are a small, highly 
visible element of a much larger hidden mass.  Money is not an object, but be reasonable and do not 
propose the excavation of an entire continent with, say, a magic wand.    
  
A good way to start is to find a general topic of interest to you, say, “First Peopling of the Caribbean”.  
Find some recent articles or books on the topic, and read them with the thought in mind “what does the 
author say or imply is unknown about this subject.”  Any such “unknowns” can be a suitable topic for 
your research.  You will then need to find out much more about the topic and propose the kinds of research 
to turn this “unknown” into a “known.”  Commony, the literature will imply that there are earlier sites in 
surrounding areas, and/or your study area was available to people with a viable environment prior to the 
first archaeological evidence.  These can help frame or direct your own research proposal.  My over-riding 
advice is, don’t leave this assignment to the last minute, it is a difficult one to pull together at the last 
minute.  I will revise and post a “research starting points” guide on moodle. 
  
The assignment is due Monday November 28th.  Penalties of 5% per day will be incurred for late 
submissions.   
 
The following are some possible topic areas.  The geographical areas are intended to minimize case studies 
already covered in lectures. 
  
Possible Regional Topics: First Peopling of any of the following regions: Northern Siberia; Tibetan 
Plateau; Phillippine Archipelago; Japanese Archipelago; Taiwan; Korean Peninsula; Aleutian Islands; 
North Africa; Ireland;  Sri Lanka; Scotland; Crimea; Scandinavian Peninsula; Island of Newfoundland; 
Cyprus; Crete; North American Great Lakes (paleo-lakes and present lakes); Patagonian Plateau; 
Patagonian Archipelago (Southern Cone of South America); Amazon Basin; Caribbean archipelago; Great 
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Basin of western North America; Baja California; Isthmus of Panama; Arabian Peninsula; Sakhalin Island; 
Tasmania; Kamchatka Peninsula.. 
  
Possible thematic/methodological topics that could be integrated into the above or developed 
separately: 14C calibration issues; Coral calibration of 14C dates; applications/issues in 
Thermoluminescence dating; diffusion vs. population movement in the archaeological record; the 
indigenous archaeology of first peopling; human osteology and first peoplings; mtDNA and first peoplings; 
Y-chromosone and first peoplings; parasites and first peopling; first peopling and disease; first peopling 
and environmental catastrophe; linguistics and first peoplings; environmental change as push/pull factor; 
landscape learning; cognitive maps/mental maps; landscape mnemonics; ethnographic analogy and first 
peopling; social network analysis and the peopling process; maritime adaptations and first peopling; the 
role of technological innovation in the peopling process; anthropogenic environmental signatures of first 
peopling; gender roles in the first peopling process; Darwinian approaches to first peopling; 
biogeographical approaches to first peopling; understanding and integrating oral traditions of first 
peoplings into archaeological research; first peopling of very high altitudes; first peopling of very dry 
environments. 
  
If you wish clarification of the above topics or wish to do some other topic then please send me an email 
message – the above is only a few ideas that have occurred to me. 
  
IMPORTANT ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
  
Note re: deadlines.  The research essay is due on Monday November 28th.  Late Assignments will be 
penalized by 5% per day, including weekend days.  Extensions for this or any other assignment will only be 
given in the event of a documented medical or family emergency which comes to me via the official 
channels.  Your personal travel plans, work schedule or conflicts with other courses are not usually 
considered as sufficient grounds for an extension. 
  

The xxx  is committed to promoting, providing and protecting a positive, supportive and safe learning and 
working environment for all its members" [Senate resolution, January 13, 1999]. As part of our 
commitment to equity, the Department of Anthropology has established an Equity Committee. If you have 
concerns regarding equity issues in the classroom, you may contact a member of the Equity Committee or 
the Chair of the Department. The Department Secretary can provide you with the names of the current 
members of this committee 

 From the xxx Course Calendar: PLAGIARISM AND CHEATING 
“Students are expected to observe the same standards of scholarly integrity as their academic and 
professional counterparts. Students who are found to have engaged in unethical academic behaviour, 
including the practices described below, are subject to penalty by the University. 
In this regulation, "work" is defined as including the following: written material, laboratory and computer 
work, musical or art works, oral reports, audiovisual or taped presentations, lesson plans, and material in 
any medium submitted to an instructor for grading purposes. 
A student commits plagiarism when he or she: 

• submits the work of another person as original work  
• gives inadequate attribution to an author or creator whose work is incorporated into the student's 

work, including failing to indicate clearly (through accepted practices within the discipline such as 
footnotes, internal references, and the crediting of all verbatim passages through indentations of 
longer passages or the use of quotation marks) the inclusion of another individual's work  

• paraphrases material from a source without sufficient acknowledgement as described above  
Students who are in doubt as to what constitutes plagiarism in a particular instance should consult their 
course instructor.” 
   
  



Anthropology 348, 2011 Syllabus 

 5 

  
Anthropology 348 2011: Reading List  
  
Week 1, Introduction  (September 8th)  
 
No assigned reading 

Week 2, September 12th & 15th: Lands Without People; Start of First Peopling of Americas 

Kelly, Robert  2003.  Colonization of New Land by Hunter-Gatherers: expectations and implications based 
on ethnographic data.  Pp. 44-58 in M. Rockman and J. Steele (eds.) Colonization of Unfamiliar 
Landscapes: The archaeology of adaptation. London: Routledge.  (e-text available at xx) 

Waguespeck, Nicole 2007.  Why we’re still arguing about the Pleistocene Occupation of the Americas.  
Evolutionary Anthropology 16:63-74. (download from moodle link). 

 Week 3, September 19th and 22nd: Americas, Continued 
 
Three short readings: 
 
Waters, M.R. et al.  2011.  The Buttermilk Creek Complex and the Origins of Clovis at the Debra L. 
Friedkin Site, Texas.  Science 331: 1599-1603 
 
Dillehay, T. et al. 2008.  Monte Verde: Seaweed, Food, Medicine and the Peopling of South America.  
Science 320: 784-86. 
 
Gilbert, M., et al.  2008.  DNA from Pre-Clovis Human Coprolites in Oregon, North America.  Science 
320: 786-89. 
 
  
Week 4 September 26th and 29th:  Americas – Models  
 
The following bundle consist of multiple short papers on a single topic, forming a debate. There is also a 
paper on the coastal route.  I know it looks like a lot but it isn’t that bad! 
  
1.  The Blitzkrieg bundle: four short papers exploring the “Blitzkrieg” model 
  
a. Martin, Paul 1973.  The Discovery of America.  Science (n.s.) 179 (4077): 969-974 
b. Grayson and Meltzer 2003  A requiem for North American Overkill.  Journal of Archaeological Science 
30:585-593. 
c. Fiedel, S. and G. Haynes 2004.  A premature burial: comments on Grayson and Meltzer’s “Requiem for 
Overkill”.  Journal of Archaeological Science 31: 121-131 
d. Grayson and Meltzer 2004.  North American overkill continued?  Journal of Archaeological Science  31: 
133-136 
  
2. Erlandson, Jon M. et al.  2007.  The Kelp Highway Hypothesis: Marine Ecology, the Coastal Migration 
Theory, and the Peopling of the Americas. Journal of Island & Coastal Archaeology. 2007, Vol. 2 (2) 161-
174. 
  
  
Week 5: October 3rd and 6th: Finish Americas, Start Sunda and Sahul 
  
TBA 
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Week 6: October 10th and 13th: THANKSGIVING and Sahul 
 
O’Connell J.F. and,  J. Allen 2004. Dating the colonization of Sahul (Pleistocene Australia–New  
Guinea): a review of recent research.  Journal of Archaeological Science 31: 835–853  
  
 Week 7: October 17th and 20th: Sahul, Continued 
 
Allen, J. and J.F. O’Connell  2008.   Getting from Sunda to Sahul.  Pp.  31-36 in Clark, G. , F. Leach and S. 
O’Connor (eds.)  Islands of Inquiry Colonisation, seafaring and the archaeology of maritime landscapes. 
Terra Australis no. 29.  Canberra: ANU E-Press. 
 
 
Week 8: October 24th and 27th: MIDTERM and Continental Shelf Research 
 
TBA 
 
Week 9: October 31st and November 3rd: Melanesia and near Polynesia 
  
Terrell, J.E.  2004. The ‘sleeping giant’ hypothesis and New Guinea’s place in the prehistory of  Greater 
Near Oceania.  World Archaeology 36(4): 601-609. 
 
Hurles, Matthew, Elizabeth Matisoo-Smith, Russell D. Gray and David Penny 2003. Untangling Oceanic 
settlement: the edge of the knowable.  Trends in Ecology and Evolution 18(10): 531-540.  
  
  
Week  10: November 7th and 10th: Remote Polynesia & READING BREAK 
 
Hunt, Terry L.  2007.  Rethinking Easter Island’s Ecological Catastrophe.  Journal of Archaeological 
Science 34 (2007) 485-502 
  
Rollett, Barry V.  2008.  Avoiding Collapse: Pre-European sustainability on Pacific Islands.  Quaternary 
International 184: 4-10. 
  
Week 11: November 14th and 17th: New Zealand and Madagascar 
 
Anderson, Atholl  2006.  Islands of Exile: Ideological Motivation in Maritime Migration.  Journal of Island 
and Coastal Archaeology 1:33-47   
 
TBA 
 
Week 12: November 21st and 24th: Iceland, Greenland, Falklands and Antarctica 
 
TBA 
 
Zarankin, A. and Senatore, M.  2005.  Archaeology in Antarctica: Nineteenth-Century Capitalism 
Expansion Strategies.  International Journal of Historical Archaeology 9(1): 43-56 
 
Week 13: November 28th and December 1st:  Space, the moon, and beyond, and wrapping up. 
 
Gorman, Alice 2005.  The Cultural Landscape of interplanetary space.  Journal of Social Archaeology  
5(1): 85-107. 


